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About us:

ART LABORATORY BERLIN, a non-profit organisation, was founded in Autumn 2006 as Art Laboratory
Berlin e.V, .by an international team of art historians and artists. As a non-commercial art space, ART
LABORATORY BERLIN was established as a platform for projects concentrating on the border between
visual arts and related artistic and scholarly fields.

The main focus of interest is the exhibition and placement of contemporary visual art that interacts with
other creative areas, already realized in such exhibition series as “Art and Music”, “Art and Text”, “Art
and Science” and “Art and Law"”. Each of these points of interaction is represented by a series of three
or four diverse exhibitions. Our goal is to explore the manifold approaches of interaction and intercon-
nection between these genres.

ART LABORATORY BERLIN is also interested in supporting contact between artists and the public as part
of our exhibitions. To improve a better understanding of emerging and experimental art, we include
public discussions with artists and curators. Additionally our program provides lectures, film screenings,
curator 's talks, and workshops.

ART LABORATORY BERLIN is currently run by Christian de Lutz and Regine Rapp.
For more information please contact presse@artlaboratory-berlin.org

The current directors of Art Laboratory Berlin are:

Christian de Lutz, visual artist from New York, working in photography, new media, video and instal-
lation. His artworks deal with social, political and cultural themes, particularly in Europe, and especially
the themes of migration and cultural borderlines. He has collaborated with artists and institutions in
Germany, Spain and Southeast Europe as well as exhibiting in Europe, the USA and Japan.

Regine Rapp, art historian, is writing her PhD thesis in the spatial aesthetics of Installation Art of the
1990s at the Humboldt University, Berlin. She works as an Assistant Professor at the Burg Giebichen-
stein university of Art and Design Halle, where she teaches Art History and curatorial practice. Further
fields of specialisation include image and text as well as Russian modern and contemporary art. She has
worked in a number of museums worldwide, and currently gives lectures and tours at the Berlin State
Museums. She is a member of the International Association on Word and Image Studies (IAWIS).
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26.10.2012 - 16.12.2012

Synaesthesia/l: The Orange Smell of November
Barbara Ryan
Annette Stahmer

The Orange Smell of November, the first exhibition of the series
Syné&sthesia, presents new works by Barbara Ryan and Annette Stahmer
on the theme of synaesthetic perception.

The artist Barbara Ryan'’s perceptions of

the world are underpinned by her polymodal
synaesthesia which in turn forms the foundation
of her artistic work. She experiences her
synaesthesia »as something that is in her
parallel conscious — as opposed to something
that is in the subconscious, creating a duality of
vision«. Her installation That can’t be September
- it smells like the August of 1985! combines

in a unique way the artist’s intimate personal
relationship between scent, colour, time and
space, played out within the city of Berlin, where
she lived in the 1990s.

The work of the Berlin typographer and artist
Annette Stahmer revolves around language,
the relationship between voice and writing, the
act of writing, palimpsests and synaesthesia.
The two videos in the exhibition - A ist blau and
Synésthetische Bilder I - IV - show the artist's
mother, a synaesthete who connects vowels with
certain colours. The focus is on language that,
following this internal logic, serves not only as a
description of this phenomena, but becomes in
itself material, assuming colour and consistency.
Therefore it evokes within the listener poetic,

almost surreal images.
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1.09.2012 - 14.10.2012

Time and Technology: The Embodiment of Time
Yasuhiro Sakamoto with Ihigo Giner Miranda
Dave Hebb

As part of the series Time & Technology the exhibition Embodiment

of Time shows new work from Yasuhiro Sakamoto with Ifiigo Giner
Miranda and from Dave Hebb. Both positions comment on the impact of
techologies on our perception of time in the 21st century.

EXHIBITIONS //
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Time and Technology: Embodiment of Time

Yasuhiro Sakamoto with Ihigo Giner Miranda
Dave Hebb

The Japanese artist and scholar Yasuhiro Sakamoto and the Spanish composer Ihigo
Giner Miranda have developed the installation Visible Canon. String Quartet without
Strings for Four Loudspeakers and an Art Machine, shown in the front room, especially

for this exhibition. The work transforms the complex time structures of contemporary and
classical music into an acoustic-visual model. This sound sculpture interprets the term
music in the broadest sense as an organisation of time, which not only creates purely

tonal material, but also patterns of movement (rolling marbles, turning wheels) and optical
patterns (video), presenting a significant contribution to our understanding of the ever more
complex relation we have to time in the 21st century.

Based on the Pythagoras Machine which was realised by Sakamoto and colleagues in Japan
from 2004-2006, this new sound sculpture has been developed on the basis of three pieces
of classical and modern music. The artwork also contains a computer program, developed
by Sakamoto himself, that is designed specifically for this installation and directs a complex
marble run. Thus, the artwork can be understood as a sculptural algorithm.

The American artist Dave Hebb deals with artifacts of industrial civilization in the form
of photography, video and installation. He observes and documents the contrast between
the natural organic process of growth and decay and the clear geometric shapes of our
technological infrastructure. His artistic projects often take place for long periods of time
and over different seasons.

His video installation Monitor, shown in the back room, is a video and photographic
documentation of an environmental intervention extending over a one-year period. Hebb
placed a computer monitor outdoors and over the entire year documented changes to the
environment several times a week. His piece is played on old computers and monitors and is
inherently unstable, a common problem of technology as it becomes obsolete. Viewers are
challenged to reflect on their individual relationships with nature and technology as well as
how technology is affecting our experience of time.

Curated by Regine Rapp & Christian de Lutz

EXHIBITIONS //
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| 24.03.2012 - 29.04.2012

| 1
! Time and Technology: Fantastic Time Machines
#gii Shlomit Lehavi

deal with the phenomenon of time through synchronicity, simultaneity

& and succession. These artists have developed special forms of imaginary
time machine.

EXHIBITIONS //
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Time and Technology: Fantastic Time Machines

Shlomit Lehavi
Sam Belinfante & Simon Lewandowski

As part of the current exhibition series Time & Technology Art Laboratory Berlin welcomes
you to the exhibition Fantastic Time Machines with new works by Shlomit Lehavi

and Sam Belinfante & Simon Lewandowski. The two contributions deal with the
phenomenon of time through synchronicity, simultaneity and succession. These artists have
developed special forms of imaginary time machine.

In the front room the viewer finds The Reversing Machine (A Theatre of Kairos and
Chronos), produced by the British artists Sam Belinfante and Simon Lewandowski
especially for this exhibition. The installation alludes to the notion of Kairos as opportune
time, as opposed to Chronos, the course of time. The artwork is a constructed mechanism,
whose central piece, called by the artists a Time-Setter or Chronocrator, is an attempt

to examine temporal perception by means of running different machines forwards and
backwards. Both its analogue structure and its emphasis on bi-directionality (dual-direction)
call modern conceptions of linear progress into question.

This palindrome is an artistic reflection on our contemporary life with its many
simultaneously controlled processes and repetitive actions. “"The central device (literally

and figuratively comprising the functioning core) is a kinetic sculpture in the form of a self-
reversing gearbox mechanism which will trigger and power various (forward and reverse)
looping devices.” The drive shaft powers a series of machines (a turntable, a slide projector,
moving lamp, etc.) - and then switches in reverse, forming a mechanical palindrome which
in turn creates a poetics of dichotomy: on and off, forward and reverse, loud and quiet, dark
and light.

“This behaviour is entirely determined by the mechanism, (not by any kind of digital
controller) being consequently completely transparent - revealing both the what and the
how of its action.” (Belinfante & Lewandowski)

In the back room Art Laboratory Berlin presents the work Time Sifter by the Israeli born
and New York based artist Shlomit Lehavi who works primarily with new media and multi-
channel video. Her video installation Time Sifter explores collective memory, collective
forgetting and time based media as a contemporary time machine.

"Time Sifter is a viewer-controlled environment immersed in visuals and sounds” says
Lehavi, “that plays on the theme of the time-machine in the digital age, and suggests a
journey in time through motion, space and sound.” The projection surface, which resembles
a totem pole, is a shaped steel construction with circular wooden sieves, hand-crafted in
Istanbul and retrofitted with projection material. It represents both the mechanism and the
metaphor of sifting time.

The video footage, taken by the artist, depicts movement through space at different
locations over the last ten years. This repetition of similar actions - travel, work, the role of
the flaneur - in different places creates a series of links over time and space.

The visitor in turn plays a crucial role in the functioning of this time machine: “Each sieve
flips around the x-axis (initiated by the viewer). With each flip the video's content changes
so the viewer has control over re-creating the environment, the video sequences and the
narrative. Time Sifter aims to evoke a discussion on time and space in the digital age."
(Shlomit Lehavi)

Curated by Regine Rapp and Christian de Lutz
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Time and Technology:
In connection with the exhibition Fantastic Time Machines
Performance and workshop by Sam Belinfante & Simon Lewandowski

Thursday, 10 May, 2012 8PM (Performance)

Palindromes: Musical Transpositions for the Reversing Machine

Works by Cage and others adapted for the output of the Reversing Machine plus new sound
works by Sam Belinfante & Simon Lewandowski. In conjunction with the exhibition Fantastic
Time Machines and our current series Time & Technology Belinfante & Lewandowski will
perform a series of sound works and actions using the Reversing Machine mechanism and
attached devices

Saturday 12 May, 2012 4PM

Experiments with the Reversing Machine: a workshop with the artists Sam
Belinfante & Simon Lewandowski

"Subjective Time: Dreams, Drones, Flickers and Alpha Rhythms"

Talks, presentations and experiments with the Reversing Machine. The artists offer the
public a more intimate experience with their installation, including as series of additional
actions and interactions, explanation as an queries into the nature of time and perception.

EVENTS //
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27.01.2012 - 11.03.2012
Time and Technology:

plan b (Sophia New & Daniel Belasco Rogers)
Navigating the Everyday

Navigating the Everyday presented works by plan b, the British artist
duo Daniel Belasco Rogers and Sophia New, and is their first solo
exhibition in Germany. Since 2003 and 2007 respectively, Daniel and
Sophia have been recording every journey they make every day using
GPS devices. Additionally all areas of their digital communication (e.g.
mobile phone text messages) are evaluated and processed artistically.
Their work represents an artistic research by means of a digital
archiving of their movements.

EXHIBITIONS //
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Time and Technology:
plan b (Sophia New & Daniel Belasco Rogers)
Navigating the Everyday

Navigating the Everyday presented works by plan b, the British artist duo Daniel Belasco
Rogers and Sophia New, and is their first solo exhibition in Germany. Since 2003 and 2007
respectively, Daniel and Sophia have been recording every journey they make every day
using GPS devices. Additionally all areas of their digital communication (e.g. mobile phone
text messages) are evaluated and processed artistically. Their work represents an artistic
research by means of a digital archiving of their movements.

Over the years this practice has become part of everyday life, a form of private and personal
,sousveillance', in which the artists generate their own data, thereby reflecting the approach
of those private and public agencies who collect all available data.

Since January 2011, the artists have also recorded their moods in writing three times a day.
This mood diary enables them to compare their emotional life with the GPS traces of their
movements and collected text messages. Presentation of the act of remembrance, in human
and machine form, provides material for the two-channel video installation Narrating Our
Lines, shown here in full for the first time. The video installation shows the artists viewing
an animation of the GPS traces of their movements from 2007. With a temporal distance

of three years, they then recall past events of their lives through these traces. On one
screen, the viewer can see the artists, while on the other we see what the artists see - the
GPS traces of their movement. A striking tension is achieved, while they (re)construct the
common narrative of their lives.

In addition to this installation, other objects were presented, which have resulted from their
practice of collecting: an archive of their mobile text messages, lists of personal vocabulary
based on the frequency of use, as well as journals of their fluctuating moods arranged by
season, time of day and location of each of the artists.

Curated by Regine Rapp and Christian de Lutz.
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26.11.2011 - 15.01.2012
Time and Technology:
Gretta Louw: Controlling_Connectivity

The exhibition project Controlling_Connectivity by the Australian artist
Gretta Louw reflects use of the latest forms of digital communication. A
10-day online performance (2- 12 November 2011) has laid the basis
for an exhibition which includes screen capture footage, photographs
and an installation.

How long can you ook &1 an Lnchangmg Sonmn
bolcre lealing impatient, wmilaled, uncomionahblns ?
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Gretta Louw
Controlling_Connectivity

The exhibition project Controlling_Connectivity by the Australian artist Gretta Louw reflects
use of the latest forms of digital communication. Her 10-day online performance (2- 12
November 2011) has laid the basis for an exhibition which includes screen capture footage,
photographs and an installation.

In many ways participation in the elaborate communication networks that now underlie
social interaction is no longer a matter of choice, since failure to participate is, in many
demographics, akin to social withdrawal. Our decision to connect with and perform within
online networks also plays an increasingly large role in determining professional success.
The question, however, is what are the other effects of our growing reliance on online
communication and community on our lives, culture, and society?

With the opportunity for connectivity and limitless access to information, comes the
obligation to be increasingly available to receive and transmit; to be perpetually connected.
The consequent erosion of true leisure time, the blurring of the traditional professional/
personal, public/ private dichotomies, and an information overload are creating hitherto
unknown levels of psychological pressure.

Controlling_Connectivity uses the pervasiveness of internet-based social networking, and
the obligation as well as the opportunity for constant connection with these platforms as a
paradigm for a severe and systematic disruption of normal, socially accepted patterns of life
and interpersonal interaction during a self-documented performance. Taking to its natural
extreme the notion that new technologies are increasingly dictating our social interaction,
professional life, and have a far reaching effect on many other aspects of daily life, Gretta
Louw completed a durational performance, literally performing and testing herself, as she
lived in the gallery space in complete isolation except for contact through various social
networking sites on the internet.

For 10 days the artist was available 24 hr/day for discussions, emails, comments, or
interviews - of both private and professional nature - for any internet user wishing to take
part in the project. All necessary supplies were stored within the gallery and the windows
were blacked out to ensure that the environment was not normalised by natural light

or the social rhythms outside, but defined purely by the internet connection to external
participants. A number of planned online events (the artist's 30th birthday; live talks and
performances with partners in New York, Japan, Denmark and Berlin; interviews with
press, etc.) were scheduled at intervals throughout the performance, with these social and
professional pressures becoming progressively more difficult to fulfill as sleep deprivation
and isolation took effect.

In her work Louw seeks to explore to what extent an extreme use of the Internet and our
belief in the online connectivity psychological can have psychological consequences. Her
inquiry questions self-censorship and socially acceptable forms of behavior in the face of the
constant pressure put in place by society's inexorable increasing need for connectivity.

Curated by Regine Rapp & Christian de Lutz
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9.09.11 - 16.10.11
VISIONS NYC - afterthoughts
Barbel Molimann

September 11, 2011, marks the 10th anniversary of the attacks on The
World Trade Center. In VISIONS NYC - afterthoughts the Berlin-based art-
ist and photographer Barbel Méllmann has gathered a series of amazing
portraits and interviews with New Yorkers from Summer 2001, recording
their individual plans, goals and dreams, and from Summer 2002 record-
ing their reactions to the events of the previous year.

EXHIBITIONS //
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VISIONS NYC - afterthoughts
Barbel Mollimann

In connection with the tenth anniversary of the attacks on the World Trade Center on Sep-
tember 11, 2011, Art Laboratory Berlin invites you to the opening of the exhibition project
VISIONS NYC - afterthoughts on 9 September, 2011 at 8PM.

In VISIONS NYC - afterthoughts the Berliner artist and photographer Barbel Mélimann
brings together her portraits of and interviews with various New Yorkers from Summer 2001
as well as additional portraits and interviews taken a year later.

In July and August 2001 Mélimann realized her project VISIONS NYC in the boroughs of
New York. The original project dealt with the myth of New York as the city of dreams. Mdll-
mann spoke to various New Yorkers about why they came to the metropolis and about the
dreams they hoped to realize there: former editor of fashion magazine »Glamour« Estelle
Ellis explained why New York is the city where it is possible to realize ones dreams; Matthew
Gordon from Baltimore spoke of his career in New York as a filmmaker; and performance
artist Michelle Carlo reflected on her dream to realize her own TV show.

At this point, M6éllmann could not, of course, foresee the attack on the Twin Towers. There-
fore, the terrible events of 9/11 can not be perceived directly in this project, whose theme
is more about the visions and destinies of individuals. In VISIONS NYC - afterthoughts the
events of 9/11 are marked as a historic turning point in interviews and photos produced
both before and after September 11. The destruction of the World Trade Center spurred on
the artist to return a year later and continue her project, to interview some of her subjects a
second time, and to make new portraits and interviews.

For her visual implementation Méllmann chose a special form of photography - the camera
obscura (pinhole camera). An extremely long exposure time creates a soft focus that places
the portrayed and their environment at a certain poetic distance. The voices of the inter-
viewees, heard over headphones, bring the viewer closer to those portrayed. Only voice and
image together, in the words of Barbel Méllmann, can create such a personal portrait.

The resulting works show quite personally and authentically how much the city of New York
and its residents changed between 2001 and 2002; the previously expressed visions and
dreams appear in a new, far more complex light.

In the exhibition selected positions from the project can be seen and listened to. A photo
book, specifically designed by the artist as artist book, will appear in the Fall of 2011 parallel
to the exhibition and provide an overview of more than forty portraits and interviews.

Bérbel Mélimann (born on 4 July, 1970 in Bocholt, Germany) is an artist and photographer.
She has lived in Berlin since 2002.
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Barbel Méllmann: VISIONS NYC.

Portraits and Interviews from New York. Berlin 2011
272 pages, 136 color photographs

30 x 25 cm (closed), 30 x 50 cm (open)

Hardcover, 4-color images

Essay: Regine Rapp (German and English)

48 interviews (each 4 - 15 min.), 4 CDs

EXHIBITIONS //
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29.04.11 -26.06.11
| Artists in Dialog: Al Fadhil & Aissa Deebi
My Dreams Have Destroyed My Life.

L=y The exhibition, the third in our ongoing series Artists in Dialog, is a dis-
coursive dialog between the Iraqi Swiss artist Al Fadhil and the Palestin-
{ ian-American artist Aissa Deebi, and explores the complex ties between
- the personal and the political in the theme of loss.

EXHIBITIONS //
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Artists in Dialog: Al Fadhil & Aissa Deebi
My Dreams Have Destroyed My Life.
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My Dreams Have Destroyed My Life. Some thoughts on Pain, the third in our ongoing se-
ries Artists in Dialog, is a discoursive dialog between the Iraqi-Swiss artist Al Fadhil and the
Palestinian-American artist Aissa Deebi, and explores the complex ties between the personal
and the political in the theme of loss.

My Dreams Have Destroyed My Life. Some Thoughts on Pain was first conceived by the art-
ists during a common artist residency in Taiwan. Both artists had lost brothers in respective
conflicts in their countries of origin. Al Fadhil has lost two brothers to the wars in Iraq. One
brother died in the Iran- Iraq war. Fadhil's father, as the parent of a ,martyr,’ was granted an
audience with the dictator Saddam Hussein, which was documented with a photograph.

Fadhil's younger brother Ahmed was killed during the civil war that followed the American
invasion of Iraq. After his death, Fadhil was contacted by Jason Sagebiel, an American sol-
dier who had known Ahmed. Sagebiel is also a musician, who learned to play the traditional
Arabic Oud during his stay in the city of Kut, Irag, and composed a musical homage. Fadhil
will include a series of documentations, the photographs of his father with Saddam Hussein,
Sagebiel's song, and photographs of the family home by his younger brother Ahmed in the
exhibition.

Aissa Deebi's younger brother Nasim died in Israeli police custody in 1999. The medi-

cal report labeled the death a suicide, something the artist and his family dispute. Deebi's
works in the exhibition will trace his and his brother’s connection to the land they grew up
in. A series of holographic photographs will depict the route from Deebi’s childhood home
near Haifa to the coast, a route Deebi and his brother often took together when they were
younger. The superimposition of geography, memory and historical space come together in
Deebi’s installation to form a palimpsest of the personal and the political.

The exhibition, a dialog of remembrance, focuses on both the artists' personal experience of
loss and the cultural aspects of mourning and grief: Fadhil comes from a Shiite Iragi family,
whilst Deebi is Greek Orthodox. Yet all three deaths have taken place within the political and
historical context of conflict.

Al Fadhil is an artist working in multimedia and performance, and is the initiator of the proj-

ect 'Iraq Pavilion’. He is based in Lugano and Berlin. Aissa Deebi is a new media artist and
currently an Assistant professor at the American University in Cairo.

EXHIBITIONS //
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22.01.11 - 13.03.11
SOL LEWITT. Artist’s Books

The exhibition SOL LEWITT. Artist's Books presents the complete oeuvre
of 75 artists' books produced by the American conceptual artist Sol Le-
Witt, dating from 1967 to 2002. This exhibition pays tribute to the unique
bibliophile production of the artist, who died in 2007.

©2011 fotoscout.de
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SOL LEWITT. Artist’s Books

The exhibition SOL LEWITT. Artist's Books at Art Laboratory Berlin presents the complete oeuvre of 75
artist's books produced by the American conceptual artist Sol LeWitt, dating from 1967 to 2002. It has
been put together by Giorgio Maffei and Emanuele de Donno (viaindustriae, Foligno, Italy) from differ-
ent institutions and collections from all over Italy, the adopted country of the artist who died in 2007.
This exhibition seeks to examine the unique bibliophile production of the artist.

It is Art Laboratory Berlin's goal to connect theory and practice in this exhibition project. On the one
hand the works on exhibition are available for practical study: the artist's books can be studied in-
dividually with the help of a gallery assistant. Furthermore, in the rear exhibition space there are a
number of primary journals and secondary texts, by and about Sol LeWitt.

On the other hand, Art Laboratory Berlin also wants invite debate as well as a practical study: an
interdisciplinary Sol LeWitt_Symposium will take place on 19/20 February, 2011 featuring different
points of view from scholars of various disciplines on the artistic practice of Sol LeWitt.

SOL LEWITT Artist's Books, a collaboration between Art Laboratory Berlin and Viaindustriae,
in Foligno, Italy, has previously been shown in Paris, Sheffield, Istanbul and Ljubljana, and after Berlin
the exhibition will travel on to Athens and New York.

In addition to an intensive exhibition program (gallery tours, talks and the possibility of visitors to
study the artist's books in detail) Art Laboratory Berlin is also planning an interdisciplinary symposium
on the artistic practice of Sol LeWitt during the exhibition.

The American artist Sol LeWitt (1928 - 2007) was an influential figure in minimalism and is considered
one of the most important representatives, as well as co-founder, of American conceptual art. He be-
came known for his term ,,conceptual art": the idea itself and the process with all the intervening steps
are as much works of arts as any finished product.

Regarding the room as an object (LeWitt preferred the term ,structures"), the wall drawings or his
artist's books: the idea itself was always more important than its physical elaboration. Unlike the Mini-
mal Art's expression of abstraction as an object (,objecthood"™), Sol LeWitt's work becomes a medium
of signs.

LeWitt's intensive artist books production began in the sixties. According to him, these books are nei-
ther instructions on how to understand his art, nor simple catalogues but works of art on their own, a
mobile medium for a broader pubilic.

The exhibition shows all the plurality of the book production of Sol LeWitt: from early artist books
that sketch concepts (,Serial Project #1%, 1967) to his works of the seventies and eighties where he
utilises photography (,,Photogrids™, 1977, ,Autobiography" 1980 or ,Chicago" 2002), from black-and-
white booklets to coloured leporellos.

During the exhibition there will be guided tours once a week (each Sunday at 3 p.m.) with the pos-
sibility to study the artist's books in detail. Furthermore we offer to arrange individual guided tours
or seminars. We thank the collector Paul Maenz, who has lent us Sol LeWitt's WALL DRAWING #233
Location of a Triangle (1974) for the duration of the exhibition.
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Exhibition catalogue:

Maffei, Giorgio/ de Donno, Emanuele (Ed.): SOL LEWITT. Artist's Books.
Mantua: Corraini Edizioni 2010

ISBN 978-88-903459-2-0

20 Euro

EXHIBITIONS //
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19.-20.02.2011
Sol LeWitt_Symposium

1970, Schematic Drawings for Muybridge II, 1964, New York: Multiples Inc

Venue: Glaskasten, Prinzenallee 33, 13359 Berlin (next door to Art Laboratory Berlin)

An occasion in which all the artist books of Sol LeWitt are gathered into one exhibition invites further
study. As we have done in previous exhibitions Art Laboratory Berlin would like to bring together artis-
tic practice and scholarly debate, in this case in the form of a symposium. The complex nature of Sol
LeWitt's artists' books specifically calls for examination by a variety of disciplines.

Beginning with a survey of the concept and the conceptual in LeWitt's work, continuing with a reflec-
tion on the medium of the book and the problem of authorship, the initial contributions will sketch
LeWitt's art from art historical and literary perspectives. Additionally, contributions from the philoso-
phy of art, musicology and mathematics will reflect on space and time, the question of a possible ter-
minology and the phenomenon of serial geometric forms. Similarly, LeWitt's aesthetic production and
his relationship to graphic design will be discussed. Finally, contributions from an artistic perspective
as well as tlr(lose of friends and collectors will illuminate practical and theoretical aspects of LeWitt's
artistic work.

Contributors: Sabeth Buchmann, Aissa Deebi, Annette Gilbert, Paul Maenz, Jonathan Monk, Adrian
Piper, Michael Rottmann, Manuela Schépp, Gregor Stemmrich, Volker Straebel, Ken Wahl.

EVENTS //
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30.10.10 - 28.11.10

Stardust Boogie Woogie

Tania Antoshina, Mo Foster, Marcela Iriarte,

Christian de Lutz, Jane Mulfinger, Bob & Roberta Smith,
Jessica Voorsanger

To explore the issues of celebrity cult and modern heroes and to put them
in a multifaceted international context, the exhibition Stardust Boogie
Woogie has brought together 7 artists from different countries and back-
grounds.
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Bob & Roberta Smith

Jessica Voorsanger

both images: Marcela Iriarte
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Stardust Boogie Woogie
Tania Antoshina, Mo Foster, Marcela Iriarte, Christian de Lutz, Jane Mulfinger, Bob &
Roberta Smith, Jessica Voorsanger. Curated by Francesca Piovano

When Andy Warhol declared that everyone would be famous for 15 minutes, he probably didn't real-
ized how true that was going to be.

In a very short time the media industry has made it incredibly easy for people to become famous. It
is no longer necessary to have a particular talent, nowadays absolutely any one who is prepared by
whatever means to be entertaining, can become a ,celebrity*. Then mass media, along with popular
culture, will see that celebrities are consumed as spectacle giving them a package of meanings that
has nothing to do with their intrinsic value.

This is particularly true today in Western countries where the boundaries between stars and fans have
dissolved: a celebrity is such, as long as fan clubs, gossip columns and TV reality shows say so.

It all started with the personality cult as advanced by the Soviet regime. At last the leader was no
longer somebody anointed by divine rights, but somebody who was the icon of ordinary people. The
Soviet leaders and popular heroes were, in a way, the other side of the coin of the Hollywood star sys-
tem - both embodied dreams of a better life.

To explore the issues of celebrity cult and modern heroes and to put them in a multifaceted interna-
tional context, the exhibition Stardust Boogie Woogie has brought together 7 artists from different
countries and backgrounds. Their work is around the notion of stardom and its related lifestyle (Jes-
sica Voorsanger, Jane Mulfinger, Marcela Iriarte), of socialist personality cults (Christian de Lutz, Tania
Antoshina) and of popular culture (Bob & Roberta Smith, Mo Foster).

-Francesca Piovano

B i, Wy e

Tania Antoshina Jane Mulfinger(foreground) Christian de Lutz(right)

Tania Antoshina is one of the most significant Russian artists since perestroika. Her work was ex-
hibited in the prominent After the Wall' exhibition at the Moderna Museet,Stockholm and Hamburger
Bahnhof, Berlin, and in the 2007 Moscow Biennale. The work explores the role of women and artists
in society and in art history. Her latest collages and ceramic wall pieces focus on Yuri Gagarin as the
everlasting Soviet star. Antoshina lives and works in Moscow.

Mo Foster is a writer and journalist. Her provocative plays, ,menopausal punk' poems and the novel
,A Blues for Shindig' have been critically acclaimed. The latter follows the life and loves of a louche
London girl in the seedy blues clubs of 1950s Soho.

Marcela Iriarte's collages and assemblages display a fascination with cinema and its stars. Her latest
works are based on Egyptian cinema posters. Iriarte lives and works in Paris.

Christian de Lutz works with photography, video and new media. Many of his works ,re-use' photo-
graphs that he took in the 1990s as a journalist, and deal with the nexus of history, technology and
the reception of images. He is currently based in Berlin.

Jane Mulfinger's installations address the relationship between architecture, artifacts and memory.
Her most recent work investigates memory as a collective phenomenon and its effect on popular
culture. She is currently working on the significance of the celebrity Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles,
site of Robert Kennedy's assassination. Mulfinger lives and works in California.

Bob & Roberta Smith's trademark slogans in brightly coloured lettering appropriate the language of
folk, punk and the alternative protest movements to personalize political sloganeering. Recent exhibi-
tions include Altermodern at Tate Britain (2009), and Fourth Plinth (National Gallery).

Jessica Voorsanger explores the concept of ,celebrity' in popular culture and the condition of ,being

a fan'. Her performances and installations often blur the boundaries between real life and art. Voor-
sanger lives and works in London.
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28.08.10 - 26.09.10

Artists in Dialog

Alex Toland und Myriel Milicevic
Wunschgarten: Wild Urban Offshoots

Alex Toland and Myriel Milicevic both work on the border between art
and life and environmental sciences. Toland considers the project ,habitat
hacking' and Milicevic describes the project as ,reconstructing cross-spe-
cies life worlds'. Together they have chosen the immediate area around
Art Laboratory Berlin (the Soldiner Kiez) as a place to investigate inter-
actions between the local human population and urban flora and fauna.
The exhibition space will function as a laboratory for mapping, sketching,
modelling and prototyping.
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Artists in Dialog
Alex Toland und Myriel Milicevic - Wunschgarten: Wild Urban Offshoots

Art Laboratory Berlin is pleased to announce the opening of the exhibition Wunschgarten: Wild Urban
Offshoots by the artists Alex Toland and Myriel Milicevic - the second exhibition in our ongoing series
Artists in Dialog.

Each exhibition in Artists in Dialog takes the form of a discourse between two artists, whose work has
a common point of contact (e.g. aesthetics, theme or process). Alex Toland and Myriel Milicevic both
work on the border between art and life and environmental sciences. Toland considers the project ,habi-
tat hacking' and Milicevic describes the project as ,reconstructing cross-species life worlds'. Together
they have chosen the immediate area around Art Laboratory Berlin (the Soldiner Kiez) as a place to
investigate interactions between the local human population and urban flora and fauna. The exhibition
space will function as a laboratory for mapping, sketching, modelling and prototyping. Wunschgarten is
a series of dialogues: between the artists and the local community, between city dwellers and nature,
between urban planning and urban wilderness.

As cities creep further into wild landscapes, the wild moves into cities. Urban habitats are places where
plants and animals take up residence alongside people. Too often though, space for nature is sealed off
by concrete constructions, resulting in a marked divide between the space occupied by humans and the
rest of the biotic community. The Wunschgarten is an exploration of the city's wild features and crea-
tures, and a vision of utopian measures that reach beyond existing mitigation schemes and municipal
green-space planning. The city becomes a garden of unexpected edible opportunities and ideas to incu-
bate and explode.

The first offshoots of the Wunschgarten are found poking out of sidewalks and courtyards in Berlin's
Soldiner Kiez, where the artists have redrawn the natural and urban landscape as a map that connects
the area's human, animal, and plant populations. A common ground for interspecies exchange is found
along the Panke and its lush riverbanks that spill out into the surrounding neighbourhood.

Toland and Milicevic start their investigation by mapping the various food sources available in the
neighbourhood: 1. Local food sources (such as gardens that are planted by the human population, but
also the green areas which provide a source of nourishment for the local fauna); 2. Travelled foods (all
things brought in and sold at such places as restaurants, cafes, kiosks and markets). They then go on to
explore future options for common production, co-production and co-habitation between human urban
dwellers and local fauna. Typical planning concepts of ,life world oriented space™ and ,potential natural
vegetation" are trumped with visions of potential natural inhabitants, considering for example, the re-
introduction of former megafauna such as the European bison.

How might migrating bison find the delicious clover hiding between the bricks and pavement? And how
will the ants cross the Osloer Strasse to carry the seeds of the healing Calendine? After mapping exist-
ing food sources, the artists propagate some new offshoots, coming up with creative measures to ad-
dress problems of fragmentation and isolation of urban green space and its myriad inhabitants. Elevat-
ing buildings on tree stilts creates grazing space for large mammals. ,Formicidae funiculars®, or cable
cars for non-winged insects, run alongside the tramways, bringing ants and their kin to new Calendine

EXHIBITIONS //
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patches. Stony houses allow mountain goats to climb upon them and graze on rooftop farms... The list
of mitigation measures sprouts and grows.

The artists reflect in their project possible tools that might help people to interact and communicate
with animals and plant life in the neighbourhood: A telescope for recognizing local birds, a seed apron
to help plants disperse, a bird house backpack for hatching migrating birds... Coinciding with the early
harvest season of late summer, such tools as well as other measures will be developed in the streets
and courtyards of the Soldiner Kiez and in a series of workshops and neighborhood walks based out of
the offshoot lab (Art Laboratory Berlin).

Finally the artists encourage local inhabitants (and other visitors) to take part in the project. From the
gallery space the participants can depart on a series of walks, contribute their own ideas and sketches,
and in turn use the Wunschgarten as a springboard for further investigations or offshoots such as urban
gardening projects, recordings of urban fauna, or evolutionary architecture and experiments in wild
urban societies.

To explore these possibilities in a more concentrated setting, there was a workshop on September 4 led
by the artists to discuss and investigate, create and formulate, construct and co-inhabit the Wunschgar-
ten and its wild urban offshoots.

Alex Toland is a visual artist and environmental researcher based in Berlin. In 2009 she presented
her performance and interactive urban exploration Personal Dispersal Mechanisms at Art Laboratory
Berlin.(http://artlaboratory-berlin.org/htmi/eng-event-5.htm) Alex has an MFA from the Dutch Art In-
stitute (DAI) and Dipl. Ing. in landscape architecture and environmental planning from the TU Berlin.
She is currently a graduate research fellow in the Graduate Research Program ,Perspectives on Urban
Ecology.”

www.fertileground.de

Myriel Milicevic is a visual artist, researcher and interaction designer based in Berlin. With her Neigh-
bourhood Satellites she explores the hidden connections between people and their natural, social, and
technical environments. She received her MA from the Interaction Design Institute Ivrea, Italy and her
diploma in Graphic Design from the Gerrit Rietveld Academie, Amsterdam.
www.neighbourhoodsatellites.com
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01.07.10
Evolution Haute Couture

Talk and film screening by Dmitry Bulatov
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SCREENING PROGRAM
(fragments of collection, 110 min):

Bill Vorn, Emma Howes, Jonathan Villeneuve
(Canada) “Grace State Machines” (7'40")

The Tissue Culture & Art Project (TC&A): Oron
Catts and Ionat Zurr (Australia) “NoArk” (7'51")
Arthur Elsenaar and Remko Scha (The Nether-
lands) “Morphology / Face-Shift” (10'45")

Ken Rinaldo (USA) “The Autotelematic Spider
Bots” (10'56")

Stelarc (Australia) “Extra Ear: Ear On Arm”
(5'12")

Joe Davis (USA) “Making Fire” (10'25")
Marcel-li Antunez Roca (Spain) “Epizoo” (3'21")
Erwin Driessens and Maria Verstappen (The
Netherlands) “Tickle Salon” (8'16")

Julie Freeman (United Kingdom) “The Lake”
(5'00")

Laura Beloff (Finland) “The Fruit Fly Farm”
(8'42)

Marta de Menezes (Portugal) "DECON"” (9°00")
Paula Gaetano Adi (Argentina) “Alexitimia — an
autonomous robotic agent” (7'08")

Paul Granjon (France) “Sexed Robots” (4'18")
SymbioticA Group (Australia) and The Potter
Lab (USA) “"MEART - The Semi Living Artist”
(7'28")

Floris Kaayk (The Netherlands) “Metalosis Ma-
ligna” (7'26")

ART LABORATORY BERLIN together with The Na-
tional Center for Contemporary Arts (Kaliningrad
Branch, Russia) present a collection of documen-
tary films about artworks recently created using
the latest twenty-first century technologies: ar-
tificial life, robotics, bio and genetic engineering.
The medium in these artworks is living or life-
like matter, and the properties of living organ-
isms and technologically reproduced artefacts
are combined to produce the method. Art cre-
ated under these new conditions of postbiology
- that is, under conditions of artificially gener-
ated life — cannot avoid making this artificiality
its explicit theme. We are thus again confronted
with the question of the relationship between art
and life in a completely new context defined by
biological and abiological creations, works, and
beings. This collection is the first comprehensive
overview of the current stage of contemporary
techno-biological art. It provides a panorama
of artistic strategies for granting and withdraw-
ing the gift of authenticity. The analysis of these
strategies opens up new possibilities for creative
production and cultural commentary. In 2009 the
Evolution Haute Couture project won the Nation-
al Innovation Prize (Russia), awarded annually
for achievements in contemporary visual arts.

The collection was premiered in the framework
of the IX MediaForum 2008 - one of the official
programs of the XXX Moscow International Film
Festival (MIFF). The first show of the project was
held in the form of an exhibition at the Kalinin-
grad State Gallery (2008, Kaliningrad, Russia).
The Evolution Haute Couture project had its in-
ternational premiere at the program of special
projects of the Third Moscow Biennial of Contem-
porary Art (2009, Moscow, Russia).
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29.05.2010 - 27.06.2010

Artists in Dialog
2-1/4-n/2 X 21/4-n/2

Heidi Hove & Jens Axel Beck

2-1!4-11!! zm-mfz

X The exhibition title 2-¥/4™2 x 2142 js the formula for calculating the di-
mensions of the paper sizes in the ISO A series. At Art Laboratory Berlin
the A4 will be the basic element for building up the exhibition. Literally
speaking, the exhibition space will takes form as a laboratory and office
setting, where the artists gather material and information from the In-

ternet.
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Artists in Dialog
2-1/4n/2 y 21/4-n/2 [/ /Heidi Hove & Jens Axel Beck

Art Laboratory Berlin is pleased to announce the exhibition 2-/4"/2 x 21472 by Heidi Hove and Jens Axel
Beck, and with it a new exhibition series - Artists in Dialog.

Each exhibition in Artists in Dialog will take the form of a discursive examination between two artists,
whose work has a common point of contact (e.g. in aesthetics, theme or process). The exhibition will be
based around each artist interacting with the other’s artistic position. It is our intention that their art-
works come together not through a series of traditional curatorial (and hierarchical) decisions, but that
the artists, working together, find a specific form of display for their own and each other’s works.

Thus, this form of exhibition as dialog will present an additional phenomenon: both artists will take part
intensively in the curatorial aspect of the project, breaking down traditional barriers between artistic and
curatorial production.

The exhibition title 242 x 2%4-2 s the formula for calculating the dimensions of the paper sizes in the
ISO A series. Within the A series you will find the standard paper size ISO A4, which are widely used in
offices all over the world today. At Art Laboratory Berlin the A4 will be the basic element for building up
the exhibition.

“We have been invited to take part in Artists in Dialog, a new concept for an exhibition series initiated
by Art Laboratory Berlin. Our contribution is a project, which can partly be described as an exhibition,
and as an office/workshop. Within these settings, we have set up a system of rules for ourselves for
engaging with the surroundings of Art Laboratory Berlin in Wedding, the exhibition space in itself and
our individual practices.

“We have chosen to work with the A4 paper as a material and with a certain limited amount of office
working tools, thereby creating a range of elements and projects to be displayed in the gallery.

“Working ad hoc and dealing with the unexpected limitations of the working tools in the office, we have
started working on various projects that take their starting points in themes that we usually work with in
our individual practices, but also where we think we can meet or clash - such as memory, history, traces,
tags and surfaces as well as the standard vs. the individual.” (Heidi Hove & Jens Axel Beck, Berlin, Mai
2010)

Both Heidi Hove and Jens Axel Beck are interdisciplinary artists, whose practice includes sculptural ob-
jects and installations as well as architectural, spatial and social interventions. A point of convergence
in their work is a focus on daily life and the public and private spaces that we daily travel through. Their
work examines how we navigate and organise ourselves in the world. Through simple and diverse ma-
nipulations, the daily and the recognisable are brought out of their regular condition. Thus common and
ordinary objects are manipulated, copied and placed in new connections for the purpose of changing the
meaning or perception of how we look and deal with these in our daily lives. In addition, humour plays
an important role in their work, and it is often used to start a dialogue with the viewer.

Regine Rapp & Christian de Lutz

Heidi Hove (born 1976 in Denmark, lives and works in Copenhagen) studied at the Funen Art Academy,
Odense, DK, and the California College of the Arts, San Francisco, USA. She has participated in exhibi-
tions in Denmark, Macedonia, Germany, Belgium and USA. Since 2006 Heidi is a co-director of the art-
ist-apartment and residency, The Berlin Office, NeuKélln/ Kreuzberg, Berlin.

Jens Axel Beck (born in 1976 in Denmark, lives and works in Copenhagen) studied at The Funen Acad-
emy of Fine Arts, Odense, DK and The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, department of Media Art,
Copenhagen, DK. He has participated in exhibitions in Denmark, Germany, Finland and USA.

Both Heidi Hove and Jens Axel Beck are co-founders and curators of the Copenhagen artists run space
Koh-i-noor which has existed since 2004.
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I 24.04.2010 - 22.05.2010
' OFF FENCE.
Art on the Californian-Mexican Border

The exhibition project OFF FENCE. Art on the Californian-Mexican Bor-
der is an artistic platform with five positions, exploring the cultural over-
flow, overlap and tensions in the border region of Southern California and
Northwest Mexico.

Michelle Chong, Katya Gardea Browne, Ed Gomez, Luis G. Hernandez, Camilo Ontiveros

A ..o

From here to there, T -
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Luis G. Hernandez

Ed Gomez
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Katya Gardea Browne Michelle Chong
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Michelle Chong (above) Camilo Ontiveros (below)
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OFF FENCE.
Art on the Californian-Mexican Border

The exhibition project OFF FENCE. Art on the Californian-Mexican Border is an artistic platform with five
positions, exploring the cultural overflow, overlap and tensions in the border region of Southern Califor-
nia and Northwest Mexico.

The artists from Los Angeles and Mexico City each deal with the theme of the border and its effects
on Mexican and Mexican-American identity in uniquely different ways. Michelle Chong and Luis G. Her-
nandez produce prints and net.art works which investgate ethnic identity from a linguistic perspective.
The video and photography work of Ed Gomez and Camilo Ontiveros artistically reflect the political and
economic impact of cultural disruption and division. The video work of Katya Gardea Browne processes
physical and geographic structures and reflects the formal aspects of borders as such.

The text and image collage TRANS-Poster (2010) by Michelle Chong uses found photo material that de-
picts the US and Mexico border in three different ways: policy making, human made structures and the
natural geography of the region. The phrase “May I help you?” is looped in English and Spanish transla-
tions. The literal reading of the phrase changes through each translation. In her internet based work
Find Yourself Here (2009), which was also shown in the 2009 Mexicali Biennale, Chong investigates the
fundamental aspects of migration and mobility.

The collage LOS (2009) by Luis G. Hernandez is part of his on-going project "NOW” (2004-present).
He collages postcard announcements from Latino related exhibitions. From the colorful collaged bits
and pieces the shapes spell out "LOS”, a slang term for local gangs to refer to the city of Los Angeles.
Here Hernandez is observing the phenomena that takes place in Los Angeles with presenting “Chicano
shows.” Many times the only requirement is that the artists are Latino, and not that their work is about
anything related to Mexican-American issues.

Ed Gomez’s work investigates the political implications of institutionalising the Chicano Art Movement of
the 1960s and 70s. Using a didactic appropriated from the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA),
Gomez illustrates the American Second Amendment right to bear arms, by shooting bullets into and
through the museum didactic using a machine gun, hand pistol and a submachine gun. The actions are
documented and presented by digital video that is connotative of insurgent videos.

Camilo Ontiveros’ work explores the economic implications of cultural rupture. He presents his work
CAUTION: the freeway interventions, which took common freeway signs from the border zone with im-
ages of a running family on a bright yellow background, and by means of magentic strips added texts
such as "WANTED"” “"CASH ONLY,” and “"NO BENEFITS.” Ontiveros’ symbolic signposts are pointed com-
mentaries on the current political situation at the border.

The video Tijuana Girl Crossing (2009), by Katya Gardea Brown, an artist from Mexico City, explores the
physical and geographic structures of the border region. Her video, filmed in 8mm film, documents a
young woman who for a week wanders along the border between Mexico and the US. Her image is that
of a constantly traveling figure in the landscape which we seldom see in full view. Through soft focus
and zoom we are reminded of the aesthetic of observation cameras. Additionally, editing and the use of
fragmentation refer to film as a medium and aim at a formal aesthetic category of borders as such.

Ed Gomez and Luis G. Hernandez are the founders and curators of the Mexicali Biennale, which inter-
rogates the region between Mexico and California as an area of aesthetic production. Both artists, as
well as Michelle Chong were particpants in the second Mexicali Biennale (2009/10) which took place in
Mexicali (Mexico) Tijuana (Mexico) and Los Angeles (USA).

OFF FENCE. Art on the Californian-Mexican Border was conceived and organised in cooperation with
Michelle Chong and Ian Henderson from the Los Angeles based project space SHORT HOUSE.

Regine Rapp & Christian de Lutz
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26.02.10, 13.03.10 and 14.03.10

Artist book presentation: “"Prinzenallee - ein Stiick ohne Dialoge” by Birgit

Szepanski and Regine Rapp

Art Laboratory Berlin is pleased to announce
the presentation of our recently published art-
ist book “Prinzenallee - Ein Stick ohne Dialoge"
(“Prinzenallee - A Play without Dialog”).

In 2008 Birgit Szepanski created a complex
site specific installation at Art Laboratory Ber-
lin, which referred to the street Prinzenallee in
Berlin-Wedding as part of the exhibition series
Art and Text. Over a number of weeks the artist
recorded traces of the street in her films, pho-
tographs and texts. In decidedly minimal formal
language she was able to unfurl the street into
the exhibition space by means of language, im-
age and sound. In this newly released publica-
tion this is further expressed in the form of an
artist book.

"The graphic and spatial transformation of the
urban theme in the exhibition space resembles
Gaston Bachelard’s description of topo-analy-
sis as the ‘study of the locality in our inner life’.
This publication shows excerpts of artistic work
- photography as well as five fictive texts - that
formed the exhibition, and mirrors, in their for-
mal composition, Birgit Szepanski’s special aes-
thetic of text and image installations. The chosen
bibliophile medium accommodates the artists
formal language especially well.” (Regine Rapp:
On the oscillation of urban signs. In: Prinzenal-
lee. Ein Stlck ohne Dialoge. Published by Birgit
Szepanski and Regine Rapp. Berlin 2009)

Birgit Szepanksi about her artistic practice:
“When I take photographs it's not enough for
me, and it doesn’t really reflect what I really
mean: the narration in image and text and the
location, the city. Therefore I choose different
media: text, film, photography, the publication
and the sound piece. I enjoy writing as much as
I do photography, and I equally like the medium
as such [...] - the booklet or book, or installa-
tions. Sound is also important for my work, be-
cause sound describes a place and evokes imag-
es. For me it is the diversity and the fragmentary
shards, which produce the whole. The interac-
tion of the different media, for me, produce the
possibility of a narrative.” (From the interview
Gazing, Walking, Writing - On the Aesthetics of
the Street. In: Prinzenallee. Ein Stlick ohne Dia-
loge. Published by Birgit Szepanski and Regine
Rapp. Berlin 2009).

L .

Artist Book

Prinzenallee - Ein Stlick ohne Dialoge.

Ed. by Birgit Szepanski und Regine Rapp for Art
Laboratory Berlin. Berlin 2009.

Artist Book, 36 pages, Texts in German lan-
guage ISBN 978-3-9813234-1-2. 25 Euro
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03.02.10
Janez Jansa, Janez Jansa, Janez Jansa
NAME Readymade

Performative Presentation

Art Laboratory Berlin is glad to invite you to
NAME Readymade, the performative presenta-
tion of Janez Jansa. The event will present the
act of “name changing” perpetrated by three
Slovenian artists who in 2007 officially, with all
the required papers and stamps, changed their
names to the then prime minister of Slovenia,
Janez Jansa (2004-08). All Janez Jansas’ works,
their private and public affairs, in a word their
whole life, has been conducted under this name
“When the three artists changed their names to Janez Jansa, they in fact adopted a critical stand to
the state. To the Slovene government, in which until recently all posts seemed occupied as it were by a
single person - Janez Jans$a. [...] Through the multiplication of Janez Jansa’s name, the function of the
prime minister has assumed, within this specific artistic action, a similar position as the Campbell soup
cans in Andy Warhol’s works.” (Zdenka Badovinac, Name Readymade, October 2008)

Janez Jansa will take us through a series of artistic, political, administrative and media oriented actions
performed by himself together with Janez Jansa and Janez Jansa, with a particular focus on their latest
personal exhibition entitled NAME Readymade. Works exhibited in this show (valid ID cards, passports,
credit and bank cards, driving licences, birth and marriage certificates, and so on) were generated by
reality itself.

Janez Jans$a, Janez Jansa and Janez Jansa cut right through the midst of their own realities, using pro-
cedures typical for art - transformation, translation, representation and mimicry. They turned around
the classical relational scheme between art and life as it was developed in the 20th century. Art in the
previous century was defined by way of reality entering into artistic contexts without mediation (Badiou
defines the 20th century as the ‘passion for the real’), while Jansa, Jansa and Jansa want to achieve
the opposite, so that their methods cut deeply into their material lives and the lives of their immediate
surroundings.

This event took place in conjunction with the
Exhibition Creative Rights. On Appropriation,
Copyright and Copyleft.
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Art and Law IV
Creative Rights. On Appropriation, Copyright and Copyleft

The exhibition Creative Rights. On Appropriation, Copyright and Copyleft investigates questions con-
cerning the use, re-use and misuse of images and information in the contemporary art world from artis-
tic, legal, political and philosophical viewpoints.

Since the late 1970s appropriation of images and information by such artists as Sherrie Levine and Rich-
ard Prince has become a common and accepted technique, part and parcel of postmodernism’s critical
approach. Indeed it follows a tradition that goes back through pop art and nouveau realisme to Dada
and cubist collage. Not without ethical, aesthetic and legal controversy, a humber of law cases involv-
ing appropriation seems to have increased in recent years involving artists such as Jeff Koons, Richard
Prince and Shepard Fairey

The exhibition Creative Rights consists of three parts: The exhibition with four artistic positions, the
Creative Rights Library with extensive material on the presented artists and other recent law cases as
well as a workshop on the theme of copyright.

The exhibition shows four positions offering unique views on appropriation, fair use (a term defining
legal use of images outside of copyright restrictions) and ‘copyleft’( the decision of the artist to forego
the protections of copyright).

Triple Candie (curatorial duo Shelly Bancroft and Peter Nesbett) provoked controversy in 2006 with their
exhibition David Hammons: The Unauthorized Retrospective in which they exhibited color and black and
white copies from books, brochures, catalogues and websites documenting the work of the American
artist David Hammons. The resulting exhibition, part of which is on display in Creative Rights as a cu-
ratorial quotation, cast a unique critical light on both Hammons work and art world traditions, and was
both highly praised and criticised.

Repetitions-Revolutions-Rituals by the Iranian-German artist Azin Feizabadi documents a project started
by the artist in 2004 when he sprayed an image of a woman in a headscarf using a stencil throughout
the Kreuzberg district of Berlin. The work was initially an homage to his mother, the artist Farkhondeh
Shahroudi, who as an 18 year old during the Iranian Revolution, sprayed left wing graffiti in Tehran. In
2006 the German glossy newsweekly Focus used a photograph of the image for its cover, with the words
‘The Multi-cultural Lie” stamped over it. Feizabadi has chosen to ‘re-appropriate’ the image by signing
the magazine and displaying it as an artwork. His accompanying text contrasts the work’s original con-
text with the magazine’s altered (and in the artist’s view mis) use of the image. The work also refers to
the fact that German copyright law allows use of images from the public space regardless to the original
artist’s wishes or intent (as part of the so called ‘panorama freedom’ clause)

Christian de Lutz’s work The Copyright Piece (2009) situates itself on the border between infringement
and fair use, making reference to this legal gray area, as well as functioning as a critique of both the cur-
rent financial and art markets. The artwork consists of a CD with a sound piece which the artist created
by substantially altering a piece of music. In addition to the CD there is an artist text and a contract,
which offers the work, at no cost, to a collector who will then assume all rights (and attendant respon-
sibilities, ‘legal and otherwise’) to the work, with a provision licensing back limited exhibition usage by
the artist. This contract replaces capital with risk, a nod to the current financial crisis.

Planed (2007) by Gilbert & George, the Italian- British artist duo, is featured in the exhibition as an ex-
ample of ‘copyleft’, a chosen alternative to traditional copyright. The artists offered the work as 9 files
for download, in cooperation with the BBC and Guardian newspaper. The work was offered for free to
the general public, without any stated restrictions.

In addition to the exhibition there is the Creative Rights Library, a collection of articles, manifestos and
documents covering a number of topics pertaining to copyright and ‘copyleft’.

It features two current cases of artists in copyright disputes. The American artist Shepard Fairey, known
for his now famous Obama campaign posters, is currently in a legal dispute with the Associated Press
(AP). Both the artist and the AP recognize that the image Fairey used for the posters was based on
photographs taken by an AP photographer. The dispute is whether Fairey’s usage, altered and in a new
context is covered by ‘fair use’ provisions. The other case is that between Richard Prince and the pho-
tographer Patrick Cariou. Richard Prince, long famous for his appropriations of ‘Marlboro cowboys’ and
biker magazine ‘girlfriends’, used photographs from Cariou’s book Yes Rasta in his recent series of col-
lages ‘Canal Zone'. Earlier this year Cariou filed a lawsuit for copyright infringement.

Additionally the library will have materials on the artists in the exhibition as well as material on both
US and German copyright law, Creative Commons, the Stanford University Fair Use Project as well as
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Triple Candie

material on both US and German copyright law, Creative Commons, the Stanford University Fair Use
Project as well as the Swedish and German Pirate Parties. The goal is to provide a wide range of infor-
mation and viewpoints on the topics involved.

As a third part of Creative Rights on Saturday, 28 November at 3 PM Art Laboratory Berlin will also pres-
ent a workshop on Copyright and Related Themes for Artists, Musicians, Filmmakers and other Creative
Professionals, in German, with the Berlin based lawyer Andreas Lichtenhahn.

Regine Rapp
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—_— 28.11.2009 - 07.02.2010

. Art and Law IV
Creative Rights. On Appropriation, Copyright and
Copyleft

|| The exhibiton investigates questions concerning the use, re-use and mis-
use of images and information in the contemporary art world from ar-
tistic, legal, political and philosophical viewpoints, with artworks by Azin
Feizabadi, Gilbert & George, Christian de Lutz, and the curatorial collec-
tive Triple Candie. Additionally there is the Creative Rights Library with
documentation on Shepard Fairey vs AP, Richard Prince vs Patrick Cariou,
Creative Commons, The Fair Use Projekt, Piratpartiet, etc.

Azin Feizabadi, Gilbert & George, Christian de Lutz, Triple Candie

Azin Feizabadi Christian de Lutz

.

[ C s
Workshop with Andreas Lichtenhahn Creative Rights Library, Shepard Fairey (background)
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02.10.2009 - 15.11.2009

Art and Law III

SEIZED.

Critical Art Ensemble &
Institute for Applied Autonomy

The exhibition Seized documents the FBI raid on the house of CAE mem-
ber Prof. Steve Kurtz in May 2004, following the death of his wife Hope. In
the weeks prior to the raid Steve and Hope Kurtz had been preparing for
an exhibition examining GM agriculture at Mass. MOCA.

©2009fotoscout.
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Art and Law III
SEIZED.
Critical Art Ensemble (CAE) & Institute for Applied Autonomy (IAA)

Art Laboratory Berlin is pleased to announce the exhibition Seized (October 3 — November 15, 2009) by
Critical Art Ensemble (CAE) and the Institute for Applied Autonomy (IAA) as the third part of our series
Art and Law:

The opening of our exhibition SEIZED takes place in an artistically and politically frenetic time. Berlin has
just been energized by the Artforum and other art fairs, we are asked to elect a new Bundestag(national
elections are taking place ) and the public ceremonies of the German Unification Day are upcoming. Our
project fits into this area of tension: As an art exhibition it brings up questions about artistic freedom of
expression and governmental repression, reflects about the interdependancy between politics and busi-
ness and presents artistic strategies, which try to undercut this. America, country of freedom, was the
setting for the events which underlie this exhibition. It shows that it is not self-evident for artists, even
in @ democracy, to criticize the structures of power and to publicly take a firm stand.

The exhibition SEIZED deals with the FBI raid on the home of CAE member and art professor Steve Kurtz
in Spring 2004 and the four year law case that followed. In May 2004 Steve’s wife Hope died entirely
unexpectedly because of an undiagnosed heart defect. Emergency responders from the Fire Department
who answered Kurtz’s call saw a chemistry laboratory, which was part of preparations for an upcoming
show, in the couple’s house. The Fire Department found this suspicious and informed the FBI. During the
three-day-raid the authorities not only confiscated Kurtz's computers, archives, artworks and a set of
books he was using for research on his upcoming book project, but also his wife’s corpse. Steve himself
was interrogated for 22 hours with the aim of charging him with “bioterrorism” and even murder. Later
the charges were changed to to “wire and mail fraud”, which finally, in 2008, was dropped due to all evi-
dence of a crime being “insufficient on its face.” In their installation Body of Evidence the artists turn the
perpetrator-victim-relationship upside-down. As the FBI had stolen their artistic material, they, in re-
turn, confiscated the debris left behind on Steve Kurtz’s lawn by the FBI agents - pizza boxes, Gatorade
bottles, hazmat suits and biological sample bags, as well as written notes and a single cigar butt. The
exhibition’s curators Regine Rapp and Christian de Lutz write about this in the exhibition catalogue:

~The display of the notes and papers which the federal agents wrote during their raid resembles a strategy of counter-
appropriation in which CAE and IAA convert those objects left behind as “evidence” for their own investigation. All in
all, this turns the ‘case’ inside out and subverts the power structure. The items confiscated are exchanged for items
left behind, which in turn form the basis for the exhibition. In a strange act of reciprocity, the artists are able to invert
the whole investigator/perpetrator system. The blank space created by the seizure of CAE’s artworks is filled by the
debris of the state; and with this the absence of the seized objects is made more tangible."

Besides the complex installation Body of Evidence the exhibition documents works and performances by
CAE, on which Steve and Hope were working just before the raid, such as Free Range Grain (2003-2004)
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or Molecular Invasion (2002-2003). In addition, Art Laboratory Berlin, in collaboration with the arsenal
- institut fir film und videokunst e.v, will present the film Strange Culture by Lynn Hershman Leeson,
at the Arsenal Cinema on November 2, at 7.30 PM, followed by a panel discussion. The film documents
the events of May 2004 and their aftermath.

An exhibition catalogue was published.

Critical Art Ensemble (CAE) is a collective of tactical media practitioners of various specializations includ-
ing computer graphics, software, wetware, film/video, photography, book art and performance. CAE was
founded in 1987 and has produced a wide variety of projects for an international audience at diverse
venues ranging from the street, to the museum, to the Internet.

CAE is the recipient of numerous awards, including the 2007 Andy Warhol Foundation Wynn Kramarsky
Freedom of Artistic Expression Grant honoring two decades of distinguished work, and has been invited
to exhibit and perform in many of the world’s cultural institutions-including the Whitney Museum and the
New Museum in NYC; the Corcoran Museum of Art in Washington, DC; the London Museum of Natural
History; the ICA, London; Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt; Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris; der
Volksbiline, Berlin; ZKM, Karlsruhe; El Matadero, Madrid; Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinki; Museo
de Arte Carrilo Gil, Mexico City and many more.

The Institute for Applied Autonomy (IAA) was founded in 1998 as an anonymous collective of engi-
neers, designers, artists and activists united by the cause of individual and collective self-determination.
Toward this end, the IAA has produced numerous projects under its flagship initiative, Contestational
Robotics. These include several tele-operated robotic graffiti writers; I-See, which gained worldwide
media attention as a web-based navigation service to help users avoid surveillance; and Terminal Air, an
installation and website that visualizes the movements of airplanes believed to have been used in the
CIA’s “Extraordinary Rendition” program.

The IAA has won numerous awards for its work, including the 2000 Prix Ars Electronica Award of Dis-
tinction and several Prix Ars Electronica Honorable Mentions; and a Rhizome New Media Fellowship. The
collective’s work has been exhibited in museums, galleries, and public spaces internationally, including
ZKM, Karlsruhe; the World Information Organization, Amsterdam; the Museum of Contemporary Art,
Barcelona; the Australian Centre for the Moving Image; and Mass MoCA among others.

Strange Culture documents the surreal nightmare of internationally-acclaimed artist and professor Steve
Kurtz which began when his wife Hope died in her sleep of heart failure. Police who responded to Kurtz's
911 call deemed Kurtz’s art suspicious and called the FBI. Within hours the artist was detained as a sus-
pected “bioterrorist” as dozens of federal agents in Hazmat suits sifted through his work and impounded
his computers, manuscripts, books, his cat, and even his wife’s body. The film Strange Culture stars
Tilda Swinton, Peter Coyote, Thomas Jay Ryan, Josh Kornbluth and Steve Kurtz, and was shown in the
2007 Berlin Film Festival.

Lynn Hershmann Leeson is a filmmaker and new media artist who has been awarded the Siemens-Me-
dienkunstpreis award from the ZKM, Karlsruhe, as well as the Golden Nica Prize at the 1999 Ars Elec-
tronica.

Catalog

SEIZED. Critical Art Ensemble & Institute for Applied
Autonomy. Ed. by Regine Rapp und Christian de Lutz
for Art Laboratory Berlin. Berlin 2009

44 p., color, text in English and German

ISBN: 978-3-9813234-0-5

9,00 EUR

This exhibition and the catalogue were made possible by an anonymous donor whose wish it is to sup-
port projects in the defence of democracy.
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02.10.09
Film Screening: Strange Culture

Followed by a Round Table. A discussion of the case of Steve Kurtz from legal, cultural-political and
curatorial perspectives: Eberhard Schultz (lawyer), Mark C. Donfried (Institute for Cultural Diplomacy)
and Christian de Lutz (Art Laboratory Berlin); Moderated by Regine Rapp (Art Laboratory Berlin)

Kino Arsenal, Potsdamer Platz 2, 10785 Berlin

Strange Culture
D: Lynn Hershman Leeson, 2007

Kino Arsenal, Potsdamer Platz 2, 10785 Berlin

The film documents the surreal nightmare of internationally-acclaimed artist and professor
Steve Kurtz which began when his wife Hope died in her sleep of heart failure. Police who
responded to Kurtz’s 911 call deemed Kurtz’s art suspicious and called the FBI. Within hours
the artist was detained as a suspected “bioterrorist” as dozens of federal agents in Hazmat
suits sifted through his work and impounded his computers, manuscripts, books, his cat, and
even his wife’s body. The film Strange Culture stars Tilda Swinton, Peter Coyote, Thomas Jay
Ryan, Josh Kornbluth and

Steve Kurtz, and was shown in the 2007 Berlin Film Festival.

Lynn Hershmann Leeson is a filmmaker and new media artist who has been awarded the Sie-

mens-Medienkunstpreis award from the ZKM, Karlsruhe, as well as the Golden Nica Prize at
the 1999 Ars Electronica.

After the film screening there was a round table. The case of Steve Kurtz was discussed from
legal, cultural-political and curatorial perspectives:
Eberhard Schultz (lawyer),

Mark C. Donfried (Institute for Cultural Diplomacy) and
Christian de Lutz (Art Laboratory Berlin)

Moderated by Regine Rapp (Art Laboratory Berlin).
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30.08.09
Artists in Dialog: Alex Toland
Personal Dispersal Mechanisms, an Interactive Urban Exploration

Natural distribution mechanisms of plant species
are often severely obstructed in the city. Tree
sponsorship is a popular and effective way of re-
greening city parks and streets. Individual spon-
sors become personally linked to individual trees
while beautifying the neighborhood and creating
new habitats for birds, mammals and insects.
Artist Alex Toland takes this idea a step further
by creating species partnerships for a day and
encouraging personal interspecies relationships
as a potential distribution mechanism. As part of
the series Artists in Dialog at ART LABORATORY
BERLIN the artist will realize a collaborative walk
and installation project by leading a group of
Berlin residents through part of the green cor-
ridor along the Panke and make personal intro-
ductions between individual people and plants.
part of the green corridor along the Panke and
make personal introductions between individual
people and plants.

Each participant will volunteer his/her name,
short biography and an on the spot (Polaroid)
picture in exchange for a receptacle containing
one sample cutting of a riparian species, a print-
ed card and description of that species’ unique
qualities, ecological value and historical uses.
Along the walk each participant will “adopt” a
species for the day, which will hopefully lead to a
longer friendship between man and weed, future
recognition of the species and further interest
and communication with others about the value
of urban nature.

At the end of the walk the human portraits will be
installed alongside the plant receptacles and de-
scriptions at ART LABORATORY BERLIN, visually
linking human diversity to plant biodiversity as a
cultural asset. The walk will begin with an artist
talk at ART LABORATORY BERLIN on Prinzenallee
and end at the same place with the completion
of the installation. It will take about an hour and
is open to all ages.

Environmental artist Alexandra Toland was born
in Boston, MA in 1975, received her BA in 1997
from the UW-Madison, MFA in 2001 from the
Dutch Art Institute in Enschede, Holland. She is
currently completing an engineering degree in
landscape architecture and environmental plan-
ning at the Berlin University of Technology and
works as a teaching assistant in the Dept. of
Soil Protection at the TU-Berlin and as a design
researcher at the Wriezener Open Space Lab
(Wriezener Freiraum Labor).

Her main interests include sustainable art, envi-
ronmental ethics, urban ecosystems, soil conser-
vation, plant population ecology, ethno-botany,
landscape architecture and urban planning. She
has exhibited artwork in Europe and the United
States.
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22.07.09
Strike Anywhere

Screening of a new video by Benj Gerdes and Jennifer Hayashida
An event at Artillerie, Berlin, organised in cooperation with Art Laboratory Berlin
Introduction by Christian de Lutz, Art Laboratory Berlin

Followed by a discussion with the artists

artillerie and Art Laboratory Berlin are pleased
to present Strike Anywhere for the first time to
a Berlin audience, following screenings at the
Luled Art Biennial in Sweden and the Kran>>Film
Space in Brussels. The latest collaborative work
by the experimental filmmaker Benj Gerdes and
the poet Jennifer Hayashida, Strike Anywhere is
a video essay that takes as its point of depar-
ture Swedish “Match King” Ivar Kreuger, whose-
privatization of financial crisis management
strategies bears a direct relation to late-twenti-
eth century policies implemented by the IMF and
WTO.

Between 1917 and 1932, Kreuger capitalised on
shifts in global financial markets to control over
200 companies and establish matchstick monop-
olies in at least 34 countries. At the height of his
success, Ivar Kreuger was worth approximately
30 million Swedish kronor (the equivalent of 100
billion USD today). The project is both a pre-
history of neoliberal economics and an allegory
about social relations and desire in the wake of
global capitalist expansion and excess.

Visually, Strike Anywhere incorporates previ-
ously unseen archival photographs, corporate
charts and documents, and documentary se-
quences staged for the camera or observed dur-
ing research and everyday life. The sequence
of the piece is organised loosely as a passage
between different spaces and the conflictual
meanings these spaces produce--including the
Swedish National Archives, the former company
headquarters (still known today as the “Match
Palace”), and two match factories continuously
in operation since the early 1900s. The project
juxtaposes footage of these factories with inter-
views with two Kreuger researchers. Both men
espouse views, accumulated over years of un-
recognised research, that differ from the popu-
lar histories of Kreuger in Sweden or the United
States. Through a juxtaposition of these inter-
views with the present-day match manufacturing
process, the film depicts the extant factories as
carryovers from an older form of industrial capi-
talism. The factories have persisted while the
world around them has shifted, in part due to
financiers similar to Kreuger.

Conceptually, Strike Anywhere is a spatio-tem-
poral diagram where visual and linguistic articu-
lations of power point to the instability between
archival document and event, iconography and
cultural memory, present tense and historical
remove. These structures of depicting and in-
terpreting the world - charts, testimonies, and

photographs alike — stand as subjective, deliber-
ate, and equally susceptible to attempts at ideo-
logical revision. In realizing the layered struc-
ture of Strike Anywhere, Gerdes and Hayashida
are interested in provoking a counter-historical
dialogue about collective rethinking of economic
and political possibilities in the present.
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" 30.05.2009 - 28.06.2009
Art and Law II
Ztohoven - Media Reality

The Prague based artist collective Ztohoven use their work, often inter-
ventions in public space, to scrutinise the creditability of mass media
and advertising.

Besides showing the work Media Reality and related court documents,
Art Laboratory Berlin presents the German premiere of the film On Media
Reality, which documents the legal and artistic aftermath of the action.

wWWw_ziohoven.com

ZIVE 08:16:42
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Art and Law II
Ztohoven - Media Reality

In their work, for the most part interventions in public space, the Prague based artist collective Ztohoven
(a wordplay from the Czech z toho ven - get out of it, but also sto hoven - a hundred piles of shit) ques-
tion the credibility of mass media and advertising. Among their better known works, they covered the
pedestrian figures on Prague traffic lights with stencils showing limping, reclining, drinking or urinating
figures.

In their action Media Reality, which is shown in original form at Art Laboratory Berlin, Ztohoven added
images of an atomic explosion to a live broadcast of a panoramic landscape from the KrkonosSe Moun-
tains on the Czech weather channel CT 2. The purpose was to initiate a debate on the manipulation of
television images. The channel pressed charges of malicious dissemination of false information for the
purpose of damaging the public peace as well as destruction of property. In two separate cases during
2008 and 2009 the artist collective was acquitted of the charge of causing a public panic. The prosecutor
had sought a penalty of 200 hours public service against the accused; the highest sentence could have
been three years in prison. In her judgment the judge noted that the action caused public amusement,
not public panic. Despite the acquittal several members of Ztohoven had to pay a fine to the radio and
television authorities for unauthorized interference in a public broadcast

At the same time as the first court case Ztohoven received the 2007 Prize for New Art (NG333) from
the Prague National Gallery for Media Reality, the first time the new prize was awarded. The president
of the National Gallery, Milan Knizak, explained the decision for Ztohoven: “They have broken out of
the regular scripted art space into the public sphere with the goal of confronting society in a provoca-
tive way.” (http://www.culturecuts.net/shortlist/2008/02/media-reality-by-ztohoven.html). This clearly
shows the range of perceptions that judged the action from juvenile prank to constructive and provoca-
tive art action. Ztohoven clearly cite the influence of Orson Wells 1938 radio play of H.G.. Wells War of
the Worlds (1898). In the novel extraterrestrials attack the United Kingdom. In the radio play the loca-
tion was changed to New Jersey and caused considerable confusion among the populace due to use of
what appeared to be live reportage of an actual alien attack.

Ztohoven themselves explain their action as inspired by the 1938 radio play of War of the Worlds in the
following terms: “We are not a terrorist or political group, our purpose is not to intimidate or manipulate
society in the very same way as we witness in everyday real life or media. Regardless of the intentions,
whether political or those of market, companies, or global corporations which secretly manipulate and
exert pressure on their products and ideas through every channel possible upon the human subcon-
sciouness. Even the slightest intrusion into this system or appeal on pure human intellect, and its ability
not to be worked upon, is in our opinion harmless in a democratic country. For this reason the artist
group Ztohoven intruded on the public premises of our capital, Prague, a few years ago and managed to
poach this advertisement territory in principle as well as the advertisement itself.

On the June 17, 2007 our group invaded the media and television territory and intruded and poached its
truthfulness as well as its credibility. We pointed out the possible confusion of the media presented pic-
ture of our world for the real one. Is everything that our media such as newspapers, television, internet
offer on daily basis real truth or reality? It is this idea that our project introduces to general public; as
a sort of reminder to everyone. We truly believe that the independent territory of television, governed
by public law, is the kind of media which can handle such a thing even at the cost of self impeachment.
Let it be this kind of appeal for our future and reminder to all forms of media that the truth must be pre-
sented at any cost. We are grateful for an independent media and an independent territory for society.”
(http://www.ztohoven.com/cz/medialni_realita).

As well as the actual video Media Reality showing the television footage altered with an atomic explo-
sion and court documents, Art Laboratory Berlin will present the German premiere of the film On Media
Reality (45’, Czech with English subtitles) by Vladimir Turner, a documentary about the legal and artistic
aftermath of the action with until now unshown images and interviews with representatives from Czech
television, journalists, scholars as well as members of Ztohoven.

Sandra Frimmel
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24.04.09
Artists in Dialog. Presentation by Paola Yacoub

Paola Yacoub’s Presentation is the first of Art
Laboratory Berlin’'s new series of artists talks,
presentations, performances and events: Artists
in Dialog.

Paola Yacoub will present a running thread
through various works, mainly photographs and
montages, produced in different geographical
areas ranging from Southern Lebanon to Ber-
lin via Sweden and China. The common point is
skepticism as it was introduced in visual arts in
the U.S.A. at the beginning of the 20th century.
In a fast food restaurant ‘Beautifull Heart’ in
Shenzhen, China, a flat screen continuously
transmits news and entertainment channels. In-
formation becomes like decoration. One looks at
the screen only from time to time, often not at
all, and rarely with attention. We do not know if
we agree on postures in front of the screen and
on what we see.

“A dialogical encounter between two video clips
of the same screen in the same fast food res-
taurant but at different moments were made by
Paola Yacoub and by Yao Zhiyan. These plasma
screens in fast food restaurants and cafés show
the social modality of a contemporary gaze”.
-Paola Yacoub

Paola Yacoub is a graduate of the Architectural
Association School of Architecture in London,
and currently a PHD candidate in visual arts at
Goldsmith’s college, London. Among other ven-
ues she has exhibited in the 2002 Sao Paulo Bi-
ennale, the 2003 Venice Biennale and was part
of the DAAD artists program in 2004/2005 in
collaboration with Michel Lasserre. She lives and
works in Berlin.
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21.02.2009 - 29.03.2009
Art and Law I:
CAT. Monstration

The CAT (Contemporary Art Terrorism) collective from Novosibirsk cre-
ates situations in public space, which lay bare the absurdity of the way in
which political power functions. Unprepared passers-by were drawn into
the process of creating critical artistic statements. For organizing a May
Day monstration - a counterpart to a classical May Day demonstration - in
which marchers carried individual banners with apolitical, often poetic or
non-rational slogans, the artists were sentenced to pay a fine. The exhibi-
tion Monstration shows video works and documents of the public reaction
by means of legal documents and mass media reviews.
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Art and Law I:
CAT. Monstration

The actions of the group CAT (Contemporary Art Terrorism) founded in Novosibersk in 2003 by Maksim
Neroda, Ekaterina DrobySeva and Artem Loskutov and active until 2006) could be understood as inter-
ventions in urban space. These actions were supposed to reclaim urban space as a platform for artistic
and political expression- a new and topical strategy compared to the Soviet Union where public space
was reserved solely for official political propaganda and artistic actions took place either in private space
or in nature.

Their art sought to be ‘timely’ (russ. CBOeBPeMeHHO), as opposed to ‘contemporary’ (russ. COBPeMe-
HHO, this pun functions in Russian through the switching of a few letters). "Timely art has no author.
Its body is the communication between members inside the group”, as it is described in the Statement
about Timely Art: “Its work is the external results of this communication. Artworks of ‘timely art’ have
no material value, but are made up of the information which the viewer is given about alternative func-
tional mechanisms in society [...]. [...] ‘Timely art’ is political art. [...] ‘Timely art’ elevates claims to its
presence and to its involvement in the art of shaping people’s lives.” (Dekret Gber die rechtzeitige Kunst
(A Statement about Timely Art). In: http://www.cat-group.info/dekret_deu.html).

An example of an action which is ‘timely art’ is a humorous protest action against the introduction of
student fees in 2004. A banner with the slogan “Learn, learn and keep learning,” a quote from Lenin,
was placed before the base of the Lenin memorial in Novosibersk. The police removed the banner and
arrested the artists on a charge of disturbing public order. When asked who was the initiator of the ac-
tion, CAT replied that it was Lenin himself. They had only brought together what belonged together - the
quotation and its source.

In a series of Monstrations from 2004 on, which can be understood as counterparts to the classical
May Day demonstrations, individual banners with apolitical, often poetic or non-rational slogans were
used: “Catch the Stallion”, "Where am I?”, “I'm for it”, "Down with the Exploitation of Siberian Wildlife
in Contemporary Art”, or a simple white line on a red ground. ("Down with the Exploitation of Siberian
Wildlife in Contemporary Art!”, refers to the boom in use of Russia clichés such as alcoholism or brutal-
ity by western curators; the white line on a red ground calls to mind the work Ideal Slogan, 1972, by
the artist duo Vitalij Komar and Aleksandr Melamid). Even before the banners for the 2004 Monstration
could be unfurled they were already accused of being “anti-globalist Solutions”, and in connection with
the Monstration the members of CAT were arrested and sentenced to pay a fine.

In the actions of CAT there is an unmistakable echo of Joseph Beuys and his idea of social sculpture
where every individual can deal creatively to contribute to the good of society and have a formative
influence. But in the specific context of Russian society, where participatory democracy is a practically
unknown concept, CAT repeatedly came into conflict with the law, or at least with what the authorities
considered this to be. In some cases they were acquitted; in others sentenced to fines, which CAT paid,
ironically, as part of an artistic action: The Penalty Has Big Eyes, 2004. The city became an exhibition
space and the Russian bureaucratic structure was transformed, unwillingly, into a medium for exposing
the functional incapability and absurdity of the political power structure in today’s Russia. In addition,
the media, especially television, was usually on site for the actions and reported on them, providing
support and even protection to CAT.

The exhibition CAT. Monstration documents actions on the borderline between art and lawbreaking, with
the accompanying police and juridical documents and reports from the mass media to demonstrate un-
der exactly which circumstance art becomes a crime.

Sandra Frimmel
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